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Mike Collins (1947–2008) 
John Reiman


Executive Editor, Deaf-Blind Perspectives


Mike Col lins, Di rec tor of In ter na tional Pro grams at 
Perkins School for the Blind, died May 16 from lung 
can cer at age 60.  Mike was an ad vo cate for deaf-blind 
in di vid u als through out the world and a leader in the 
field of deaf-blind ness for three de cades. 

As the deaf-blind com mu nity across the globe bids 
fare well and pays trib ute to Mike Col lins, I would like 
to cel e brate what I ad mired most about him—his hu ­
mor, his hu mil ity, his in teg rity, and his com mit ment. 
These qual i ties, wo ven through out the fab ric of his be ­
ing, lived loudly in the words, spirit, and ac tions of 
this quiet and un as suming man. 

With his gen tle smile and wry wit, Mike could, 
with per fect tim ing, de liver a pro found com men tary. 
He was able to take ab sur di ties and in con sis ten cies, 

par tic u larly when they re lated to in eq ui ties and so cial in jus tice, and bril liantly il lu mi nate them. Mike’s 
laugh ter, whether born of joy or com men tary, sur vives him. 

It is rare to meet a per son, par tic u larly one who has con trib uted so much, who is as un pre ten tious and hum ­
ble as Mike was. What ever he did, it never seemed to be about him. I came to un der stand at his me mo rial ser vice 
how deeply his life path was in formed by his rich 
faith. His ser vice was to some thing be yond him ­

We should be proud of who we are, and we should
self–some thing he could tap into, be filled by, and joy fully cel e brate what we are ac com plish ing. 
give back to. His gen er os ity across ev ery di men ­
sion of his life was no doubt drawn from this well ­ - Mi chael Col lins 
spring. 

Men of high in teg rity stand out. Mike’s hon esty and clar ity of con vic tion were ex em plary. His im mu ta ble 
core val ues were not blown about by the winds of po lit i cal ex pe di ence. He was a mas ter at clearly and stra te ­
gi cally speak ing his truth. His fluff-free com mu ni ca tion style was a de pend ably con gru ent re flec tion of his 
in te rior na ture. (Con tin ued on page 2) 
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Mike’s ded i ca tion and com mit ment to the field 
of deaf-blind ness and to hu man be ings who are 
deaf-blind made a world of dif fer ence. He knew the 
his tory, the land scape, and the chal lenges, and ap ­
plied this knowl edge as a po tent ac tiv ist world ­
wide. His lead er ship and vi sion, in the United 
States and abroad, pro vided a foun da tion for the 
cul ti va tion and de vel op ment of pro grams and prac ­
tices that are highly re spon sive to who and what re ­
ally mat ters. His per se ver ance, ded i ca tion, and 
te nac ity were ap par ent un til the end of his life. In 
Feb ru ary, Mike wrote the fol low ing in an email: 
“Writing to you from my chemo chair. So you see, I 
still don’t waste time. A few bad days af ter chemo, 
but other wise I work at least 6 hours ev ery day, 
and more on most days. Only big change is a re ­
fusal on my part to deal with triv ial is sues. What ­
ever time I have left to con trib ute is go ing to be on 
the big is sues, and not the mun dane." 

Well Mike, thanks for be ing such an ef fec tive 
life long war rior for the big is sues. The in flu ence of 
your jour ney will be felt for gener a tions to come. 
You would likely be em bar rassed by all the tes ti ­
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mo ni als to you, the ad o ra tion and the deep ex pres ­
sions of grat i tude for the gift of your life.  If pro­
found im pact and mod el ing the best of what 
hu man be ings can as pire to are the cri te ria, yours 
was the gold stan dard ev i dence-based life. You are 
missed. 

Perkins School for the Blind has cre ated a web page, 
http://www.RememberingMikeCollins.com, where 
friends and col leagues can share their mem o ries of Mike. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

The Lorm Hand Touch Alphabet: 
Background, History, and Uses 

Elon Deiml, Charles University of Prague


Boris Titzl, Charles Uni ver sity of Prague and

Uni ver sity of Hradec Králové


Elias Kabakov and Deb bie Toubi

Center for Deaf-Blind Per sons, Is rael


Com mu ni ca tion with in di vid u als who are 
deaf-blind can take many differ ent forms, de pend ­
ing on the type and de gree of deaf ness and blind ­
ness, on the forms of com mu ni ca tion with which 
they are ini tially or even tu ally fa mil iar, and on per ­
sonal pref er ence. Some deaf-blind in di vid u als have 
par tial vi sion or hear ing for part or all of their lives. 

The systems for com mu ni cat ing with and re ­
ceiv ing com mu ni ca tion from com pletely deaf-blind 
in di vid u als that were in use in the nine teenth cen ­
tury, par tic u larly in Bel gium and what is now the 
Czech Re pub lic, were cum ber some and slow. There 
was a real need for a sim pler system. 

For tu nately for the deaf-blind pop u la tion, 
deaf-blind Eu ro pean phi los o pher, poet, and jour ­
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nal ist Dr. Hein rich Landesmann (1821–1902) cre ­
ated such a sys tem. Landesmann, who was born in 
Mikulov (on the Czech side of what is now the bor ­
der with Aus tria), lost al most all of his sight and 
hear ing as an ad o les cent and later in adult hood be ­
came com pletely blind. In 1847, af ter the books and 
ar ti cles he wrote in Vi enna raised the ire of the Aus ­
trian chan cel lor, Prince Metternich, he moved to 
Berlin and adopted the pseud onym Hieronymus 
Lorm in or der to keep him self and his fam ily safe 
from po lice per se cu tion. Later, he moved back to 
Vi enna and fi nally, late in life, to Brno in the Czech 
Re pub lic. His pseud onym, Lorm, be came the name 
of the al pha bet sys tem that he in vented to com mu ­
ni cate with his fam ily. He pre ferred not to pub lish 
the sys tem, but af ter his death, his daugh ter, Ma rie 
Landesmann, pub li cized the Lorm hand touch al ­
pha bet in the Ger man lan guage (Landesmann, 
1908). To date it has spread around the world and 
been trans lated into many lan guages, in clud ing 
Eng lish, Czech, and Hebrew, in which it is called 
the “The Al pha bet Glove.” 

Dr. Hein rich Landesmann (Hieronymus Lorm). Re printed 
with per mis sion from the LORM So ci ety (www.lorm.cz). 

The Czech ver sion was cre ated by Aquina A. 
Sedláèková, a teacher at the In sti tute for the Blind 
in Prague, and she con trib uted greatly to the es tab ­
lish ment of this method as a means to teach chil ­
dren. Her main in no va tion was to ar range the 
let ters in al pha bet i cal or der, which made the sys ­
tem eas ier to learn. From 1911, when she be gan to 
use her ver sion of Lorm’s al pha bet, to 1947, the sys ­
tem was in use in the Czech Re pub lic. It is un clear 
why it fell from use. How ever, in 1993 the LORM 
So ci ety for Deafblind was founded, and members 
soon cre ated a new ver sion of the Lorm sys tem, in 
which fin ger strokes were added to the point 
touches on the palm. To day, the home land of the 
Lorm sys tem boasts three as so ci a tions for the 
deaf-blind and two schools, all of which use a va ri ­
ety of com mu ni ca tion sys tems with dif fer ent cli ­
ents, in clud ing the Lorm sys tem when it is 
ap pro pri ate. 
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At the heart of the system is a thin cot ton glove 
or a di a gram of the hand with the po si tion of each 
let ter or symbol marked for the con ve nience of the 
sighted per son who wishes to com mu ni cate with 
this sys tem. Ev ery word is spelled out let ter by let ­
ter, by touch ing the ap pro pri ate points on the hand. 
The deaf-blind per son must mem o rize the di a gram 
of let ters in or der to de code what is be ing said and 
to be able to re spond or ini ti ate a con ver sa tion. This 
type of tac tile com mu ni ca tion also re quires knowl­
edge of the written form of spo ken lan guage. Prac ­
ti cally speak ing, it functions as a “code” for spo ken 
and writ ten lan guage. For ex am ples of Eng lish and 
Czech ver sions of the Lorm al pha bet, see the fol ­
low ing web sites: 

• http://www.scn.org/anon/dos siers/deafblin/ 
deafblin.htm (Eng lish) 

• http://lorm.cz/en/al pha bet/al pha bet.php

(Czech)


He brew ver sion of Lorm al pha bet (Deiml, 2007). 

Com pared to some code meth ods, the Lorm sys ­
tem is rel a tively quick to learn and use. It is faster, 
for ex am ple, than print-on-palm or even 
fingerspelling. All three meth ods re quire spell ing 
out each and ev ery word. Print-on-palm can be 
used by any one who knows how to write. One 
draws the let ters with one’s fin ger on the palm of 
the deaf-blind in di vid ual’s hand. Hence, it is a slow 
and te dious way to com mu ni cate. Fingerspelling 
must be learned, but it is sim ple and easy to mas ter. 
Other tac tile code sys tems in clude Braille and the 
ABC com mu ni ca tion board. 

3


http://www.scn.org/anon/dos
http://lorm.cz/en/al


Deaf-Blind Perspectives Volume 16, Issue 1 

Over all, the in her ent dis ad van tages of code sys - does not know sign lan guage. (J. Kašparová, per ­
tems, pri mar ily the need to spell things out and the sonal com mu ni ca tion, 2008.) 
lack of the char ac ter is tics of lan guage used be tween 
peo ple, make them un pop u lar, es pe cially when 
other eas ier op tions are avail able. Tac tile sign lan ­
guage (sign language adapted to touch) is usu ally 
pre ferred by deaf-blind in di vid u als who have 
learned it and who usu ally do not have other op ­
tions. Sign lan guage is the only ac tual language 
that is eas ily adapted to touch (as op posed to codes 
of spo ken lan guages like writ ing or print-on-palm). 
It is, there fore, a flu ent, nat u ral, and faster way to 
com mu ni cate, es pe cially for in di vid u als who are 
ac cus tomed to us ing it. How ever, in cases where a 
com pletely deaf-blind in di vid ual needs to com mu ­
ni cate with some one who has not learned sign lan ­
guage (and there is no in ter preter avail able), Lorm 
is rec om mended as a means of com mu ni ca tion. 

Deaf-blind in di vid u als who are ac cus tomed to 
com mu ni cat ing at the same pace as speech 
(whether by sign lan guage or by speech) may show 
re sis tance to learn ing Lorm. They may be de terred 
by the slow ness of its use. The re ha bil i ta tion pro ­
cess is impor tant here, so that per sonal re sis tance 
won’t pre vent learn ing and us ing this prac ti cal and 
ef fi cient method of com mu ni ca tion. 

Itzik Hanuna, a deaf-blind Is raeli Lorm user, 
com mented that, “com pared to fingerspelling it’s 
faster; any one can use it. The let ters can be on a 
glove or I can put the page next to me, you look at 
that page and any one can use it. An other ad van ­
tage [as com pared] to sign lan guage is that I feel 
that a per son is talk ing to me more di rectly.” 

An other ad van tage is that the deaf-blind per son 
can re ceive in for ma tion with out mov ing his or her 
hand, mak ing it pos si ble for in di vid u als who are 
par a lyzed to use it to receive in for ma tion, as long 
as they can feel gen tle pres sure on their hands. This 
can be a real life line, as in the case of a deaf-blind 
Is raeli woman who cur rently com mu ni cates by 
fingerspelling but who may be left par a lyzed by an 
up com ing op er a tion. 

The Czech LORM So ci ety has about 120 cli ents 
and is in con tact with 60 other deaf-blind in di vid u ­
als. The study of Lorm is in cluded in their re ha bil i ­
ta tion and in ed u ca tion courses, with ad di tional 
training avail able on re quest. Lorm is taught both 
as a means of com mu ni ca tion be tween deaf-blind 
per sons and as a com ple men tary com mu ni ca tion 
sys tem with hear ing-sighted in di vid u als. For ex am ­
ple, one 60-year-old man in Brno in the Czech Re ­
pub lic, who usu ally uses sign lan guage or tac tile 
sign lan guage (de pend ing on the sit u a tion), uses 
Lorm to learn and ex plain new signs. He also uses 
Lorm to com mu ni cate with his mother be cause she 

Over all, the Lorm sys tem is cur rently in regu lar 
use by a small number of in di vid u als around the 
world. It is more com monly used, at least ini tially, 
when loss of vi sion pre cedes loss of hear ing. How ­
ever, be cause Usher Syn drome is the lead ing cause 
of deaf-blind ness, in the ma jor ity of cases of 
deaf-blind ness, hear ing loss oc curs first. The syn ­
drome is a ge netic dis or der char ac ter ized by hear ­
ing im pair ment (from birth or early child hood), 
retinitis pigmentosa (a pro gres sive, de gen er a tive 
eye dis or der), and some times bal ance prob lems. 
Loss of vi sion is grad ual through out life, of ten first 
no ticed in ad o les cence, and in di vid u als with this 
syn drome tend to use sign lan guage ini tially and 
only later in life add Lorm to their com mu ni ca tion 
skills.

 This ar ti cle is dedi cated to the mem ory of Elsa 
Dreyfuss, a deaf-blind woman who com mu ni cated with 
Lorm’s al pha bet and Braille in more than five lan guages. 
Elsa was born in Frank furt, im mi grated in 1938 to Am ­
ster dam, and died in a cre ma to rium in a con cen tra tion 
camp be cause she was a Jew (Cohn, 1951). 
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Keynote from the Kitchen 
Nancy O’Donnell


Coordinator of Spe cial Projects

Helen Keller Na tional Cen ter for Deaf-Blind


Youths and Adults


puter via my Skype username. When called, I heard 
a sound on my laptop sim i lar to a tele phone ring ­
ing, I clicked “Con nect,” and I was able to hear my 
col leagues around the world through a head set, 
also plugged into my com puter. All of this while 
sit ting at my kitchen ta ble! 

All pro fes sion als can ben e fit from a net work of 
col leagues with whom they share in for ma tion and 
re sources. In a small and spe cial ized field such as 
deaf-blind ness, the need for such col lab o ra tion is 
cru cial. Yet, with travel costs ex plod ing and the de ­
mand for account abil ity in the workplace at an 
all-time high, those of us work ing in the non-profit 
world are be ing called upon to be come more ef fec ­
tive and ef fi cient than ever. 

For many years, I have been in volved in re ­
search on Con gen i tal Ru bella Syn drome (CRS). In 
the 1980s, we learned that adults with this syn ­
drome are at risk for de vel op ing ad di tional health 
prob lems. The num ber of pro fes sion als work ing 
with this pop u la tion is quite small, and the need to 
share in for ma tion in ter na tion ally is crit i cal. How 
can we do this in a timely and cost-effec tive man ­
ner? Last year, a col league in vited me to par tic i pate 
in her very clever so lu tion. 

One Thurs day eve ning last summer, I sat 
poised, ready, and a lit tle ner vous at my kitchen ta ­
ble. This ner vous ness had noth ing to do with the 
usual source of my kitchen anxi ety—meal prep a ra ­
tion! The kitchen ta ble was empty ex cept for a glass 
of wa ter and my laptop. My fam ily had been asked 
to avoid the kitchen for the next three hours. A 
hand writ ten sign on the front door of the house 
asked vis i tors to en ter qui etly. 

The screen on my lap top was opened to the first 
slide of a PowerPoint pre sen ta tion. A small square 
in the top cor ner of my mon i tor showed an im age 
of me as I would soon be viewed by oth ers at a re ­
mote lo ca tion. At 8:20 p.m., I heard a voice through 
my head set, wel com ing me and check ing our voice 
and video con nec tion. Once these were es tab lished, 
we went “live.” I heard my self be ing in tro duced as 
the key note speaker, pre sent ing on CRS to a con fer ­
ence half way around the world and a half day 
ahead—in Ja pan! 

The mech a nism for this pre sen ta tion was a free 
Internet-based pro gram called Skype. Skype and 
pro grams like it, such as Sight Speed, use the 
Internet rather than tele phone lines for voice and 
video com mu ni ca tion. In stead of speak ing into a 
tele phone hand set, I spoke through a mi cro phone 
plugged into my com puter. In stead of be ing di aled 
with my phone num ber, I was “called” on my com ­

The op tion of live video was made pos si ble 
through the use of a webcam, a video cam era made 
spe cif i cally for com put ers and the web. My lap top 
came with a webcam al ready built in. (If your com ­
puter does n’t have a webcam, you may purchase 
one rel a tively in ex pen sively and in stall it.) 

The me chan ics of the pre sen ta tion were quite in ­
ter est ing. In Ja pan, my “real time” im age was pro ­
jected onto a large screen at the front of the meet ing 
room. Next to that was a sec ond screen which 
showed my slides trans lated into Jap a nese. A third 
screen showed my pre sen ta tion in Eng lish. First, 
col leagues at the con fer ence “in tro duced” me to 
sev eral in di vid u als with CRS and their fam i lies 
who were at tend ing the con fer ence. Then, be cause 
the webcam is mo bile, they panned the room with 
it to al low me to see the par tic i pants and the phys i ­
cal lay out of the set ting. Dur ing my pre sen ta tion, 
the webcam was trained on the Eng lish ver sion of 
the PowerPoint vi su als to help me keep my place. 
Dur ing breaks, they swung the cam era around so 
that I could see when the par tic i pants had re turned 
to their seats. 

The suc cess of this event was en sured with the 
help of sev eral preconference trial runs and great 
tech ni cal sup port. We tested the speed of our 
Internet con nec tion, played with light ing and lo ca ­
tion at my end, and ad justed the pace of the spo ken 
pre sen ta tion, tak ing into ac count Eng lish/Jap a ­
nese/sign lan guage trans la tions. On the day of the 
con fer ence, ev ery thing pro ceeded seamlessly. 

A huge “thank you” goes to Megue Nakazawa 
of the Na tional In sti tute of Spe cial Needs Ed u ca ­
tion, the cre ative and re source ful per son who 
pulled all of this to gether. In times like 
these—when the need to share in for ma tion is as 
im por tant as ever but travel is costly and time con ­
sum ing—the use of tech nol ogy like this makes fis ­
cal and pro fes sional sense. Be sides that, it was great 
fun to pres ent my “keynote from the kitchen!” 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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The Morning Walker 
John Lee Clark 

I walk each morn ing through the woods.

It is my job. Some one has to do it

to bring home morn ing light.

I greet it in the glade where dew rises


to let my white cane catch the light.

Still fresh from ris ing, the dawn is ner vous,

jerk ing in the shad ows of the trees

lin ing my path way. But my cane glows,


hold ing onto the light as it grows bolder

in the open ings between the trees grow ing

warm. As I make the last turn home,

it bounds ahead of me, chas ing away


new-fallen leaves fly ing up to my door. 
By then, the light has grown strong enough 
to flood my house, and with a flour ish of my cane 
I com mand it to do so. Light rushes 

through the win dows and around my legs

in the open door way, all at once

nuz zling my wife awake while tug ging

my sons out of bed as it laps my glass of wa ter


with out drain ing it. Yes, it is my job 
to make each morn ing do its job. 
I walk each morn ing through the woods 
be cause if not for me, no morn ing would come 

in this way. On their own, morn ings would come 
too bright, with a hol low light cover ing 
what should be seen im per fectly, imper fectly 
or not at all, only warmed for imag i na tion. 

John Lee Clark, who is second-generation deaf-blind, is the 
outreach coordinator for DeafBlind Relay Services at Hawk 
Relay. 
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Creating Opportunities for

Tomorrow: DeafBlind


Transition Camp

Beth Kennedy


DB Central


Jill Gaus

SHI-M=DB and DB Central


In or der for DeafBlind teen ag ers to be come 
self-ad vo cates and suc ceed in col lege, they need a 
pos i tive and solid foun da tion on which to build. To 
help es tab lish this foun da tion, DB Cen tral (Mich i ­
gan Ser vices for Chil dren and Young Adults Who 
Are DeafBlind) has held sev eral sum mer DeafBlind 
tran si tion camps (DBTCs) to help col lege-bound 
stu dents ac quire the skills and knowl edge they 
need to achieve suc cess. DB Cen tral is sup ported in 
this ef fort by an im por tant part ner, Self Help for In ­
de pend ency in Mich i gan Equal iz ing the DeafBlind 
(SHI-M=DB), an or ga ni za tion of in di vid u als who 
are DeafBlind. 

Shirlisa and Kortney prac tice the sign lan guage al pha bet 
(the Deaf and the hard of hear ing stu dents wanted to be 

able to com mu ni cate di rectly with each other). 

In June 2008, the third DeafBlind tran si tion 
camp was held at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity (MSU) 
in East Lan sing. All three DBTCs have been held at 
MSU be cause of the uni ver sity’s strong com mit ­
ment to ac ces si bil ity. The cri te ria for at tend ing the 
camp are that par tic i pants must have com bined vi ­
sion and hear ing loss, be be tween the ages of 16 
and 19, and have the de sire to at tend col lege or ob ­
tain com pet i tive em ploy ment. This year, for the 
first time, reg is tra tion was open to teens from 
through out the United States, with pri or ity given to 
those from Mich i gan. Nine teens regis tered, and 
seven at tended. The teens came from Mich i gan, 
Ohio, Il li nois, Cal i for nia, Min ne sota, and Florida. 

6 



Deaf-Blind Perspectives 

Evan, Cassy, Erick, Kortney, Em ily-Ann, Shirlisa, and 
Julian take time out to pose for the cam era. 

There was no fee to at tend the camp, but par tic i ­
pants were re spon si ble for their own travel costs. 

The camp agenda em pha sized the skills and 
knowl edge that col lege stu dents re quire for suc cess 
and in de pend ence, in clud ing so cial, time-man age ­
ment, prob lem-solv ing, self-ad vo cacy, and self-de ­
ter mi na tion skills. On the first night, the teens 
par tic i pated in drama ac tiv i ties such as the deaf 
tele phone game and miming, to help break the ice 
and give them a chance to get to know one an other. 
Based on ex pe ri ence gained from the first DBTC, 
the first pre sen ta tion on the next day was a dem on ­
stra tion of the use of assistive lis ten ing de vices 
(ALDs). This en abled the teens to ex per i ment with 
this tech nol ogy for the rest of the camp. Sub se quent 
ses sions in formed par tic i pants about a va ri ety of re ­
sources, in clud ing sup port ser vices for col lege stu ­
dents of fered by the Mich i gan Com mis sion for the 
Blind, re sources for stu dents with dis abil i ties at 
MSU, and state and na tional DeafBlind con sumer 
groups. 

Ad di tional top i cal ses sions cov ered vo ca tional 
re ha bil i ta tion ser vices, ca reer plan ning, and rel e ­
vant dis abil ity laws and pol i cies. Leader Dogs for 
the Blind, an or ga ni za tion that pro vides dog guides 
to peo ple who are blind and vi su ally im paired, 
gave a pre sen ta tion about their train ing pro gram. 
Two DeafBlind in di vid u als who had re cently com ­
pleted the pro gram and re ceived guide dogs were 
part of the pre sen ta tion. Some pro fes sional 
DeafBlind adults gave pre sen ta tions or par tic i pated 
in panel dis cus sions about self-de ter mi na tion and 
self-ad vo cacy and shared their per sonal sto ries 
about be ing teen ag ers and at tend ing col lege. The 
goal was to provide es sen tial ex po sure to pos i tive 
role mod els to whom DeafBlind teens can eas ily re ­
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late and who serve as ex am ples of what is pos si ble 
with hard work and the right sup port system. 

The camp also pro vided mul ti ple op por tu ni ties 
for the teens to so cial ize and de velop friend ships 
with DeafBlind peers. All were pleased to have an 
op por tu nity to meet other DeafBlind teens. For 
many, it was the first time they had ever en coun ­
tered an other DeafBlind person their age. Most in ­
tend to stay in touch with one an other, and to 
fa cil i tate this, we cre ated a di rec tory of par tic i pants’ 
names, mail ing ad dresses, phone num bers, and 
e-mail ad dresses. A sep a rate di rec tory was de vel ­
oped for fam ily members so that they can also con ­
tact one an other. 

The most im por tant as pect of DBTCs is the pro ­
vi sion of full ac ces si bil ity all of the time. The teens 
were able to par tic i pate fully in ev ery as pect of the 
camp, a tre men dous boost to their self-es teem. To 
pro vide this level of ac ces si bil ity, we col lab o rated 
with the MSU res i dence hall staff, the MSU Re ­
source Cen ter for Per sons with Dis abil i ties staff, a 
CART (real-time cap tion ing) pro vider, sign lan ­
guage in ter pret ers, and sup port ser vice pro vid ers 
(SSPs). 

Be fore the camp be gan, we held a man da tory 
train ing pro gram for the in ter pret ers and SSPs that 
in cluded tips for DeafBlind in ter pret ing, in struc tion 
in sighted-guide tech niques, an over view of the 
camp’s agenda and ac tiv i ties, and com bined-vi ­
sion-and-hear ing-loss sim u la tion ex er cises us ing 
blind folds and ear plugs. The DBTC teen reg is tra ­
tion form in cluded ques tions about ac com mo da tion 
and med i cal needs so that, with ad vance plan ning, 
each par tic i pant’s needs could be met fully. Per ti ­
nent in for ma tion from the forms was used in the 
train ing to en sure that ev ery one was pre pared to 
of fer nec es sary sup ports for the teens. 

The pre sen ta tions were held in a room with win ­
dow blinds to pre vent glare. Each speaker was 
asked to pro vide over heads and hand outs in a va ri ­
ety of print sizes and in Braille to make the in for ­
ma tion ac ces si ble to each par tic i pant. Many of the 
teens used CART, a form of closed cap tion ing, dur ­
ing the pre sen ta tions. Each had his or her own com ­
puter mon i tor to view the cap tion ing. The CART 
pro vider showed the teens how to ad just the screen 
back ground and print colors of the caption ing to 
match their unique vi sual needs. It was the first 
time any of the teens had ex pe ri enced a cap tioned 
pre sen ta tion. Many stated that they would re quest 
this type of ac com mo da tion when they re turned to 
school. 

Fun ac tiv i ties pro vided breaks from the more se ­
ri ous pre sen ta tions and built self-es teem, en cour ­
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aged team work, and fos tered the be lief that 
any thing is pos si ble. They were in spired by Games 
for Peo ple with Sen sory Im pair ments (Lieberman & 
Cowart, 1996) and in cluded bean bag tic-tac-toe, 
lawn toss, Fris bee toss, parachute pick-up, and 
base ball. The teens played against adult staff mem ­
bers, who ini tially thought they would let the teens 
win to make them feel good. Once the games 
started, how ever, it be came ob vi ous that the teens 
did not need any one to “let” them win. 

Most of the teens who at tended the camp com­
mu ni cated that their ex pe ri ences and the in for ma ­
tion they re ceived would as sist them in col lege. 
Kortney found the camp pre sen ta tions to be very 
in spi ra tional and said, “I now know that I should 
never give up. I will keep try ing.” Shirlisa said that 
the pre sen ta tions helped her to un der stand the im ­
por tance of set ting goals. By the end of camp, she 
was in spired to work to wards her dream of learn ­
ing Jap a nese and liv ing in Ja pan. Erick, who at one 
point dur ing the camp gave a won der ful im ­
promptu mo ti va tional speech to the other campers, 
ex pressed an in ter est in re turn ing as a pre senter for 
a fu ture camp. Two other teens of fered to re turn as 
men tors, and all hope to be in volved with a fu ture 
DBTC in some ca pac ity. 

We be lieve that DBTC of fers teens op por tu ni ties 
that they can draw on to help make col lege a pos i ­
tive ex pe ri ence. The camp gave them a taste of suc ­
cess, a self-esteem boost, and the knowl edge and 
skills they need to ad vo cate for them selves. We 
hope that their camp expe ri ences will con trib ute to 
suc cess in col lege and in their fu ture lives. There 
will be ad di tional camps in 2010, 2012, and beyond, 
as long as fund ing is avail able and DeafBlind teens 
are in ter ested. In for ma tion about fu ture camps will 
be avail able on the DB Cen tral web site 
(http://www.dbcentral.org) ap prox i mately one year 
prior to the start of each camp. 

Reference 

Lieberman, L. J., & Cowart, J. F. (1996). Games for peo ple
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2008 AER International 
Conference: A Report from the 

Multiple Disabilities and 
Deafblind Division 

Amy T. Parker, Texas Tech University 

AER, the As so ci a tion for Ed u ca tion and Re ha bil i ­
ta tion of the Blind and Vi su ally Im paired, held its 
2008 In ter na tional Con ference from July 22 to 27 in 
vi brant down town Chi cago. The 1,200 plus con fer ­
ence par tic i pants were of fered a ka lei do scopic ar ­
ray of in for ma tion and in no va tive ideas from the 
fields of ed u ca tion and re ha bil i ta tion for adults and 
chil dren with vi sual im pair ments, in clud ing those 
who are deafblind. Con fer ence ses sions cov ered a 
broad spec trum of topics rang ing from early in ter ­
ven tion, to the lat est vi sion-re lated neu ro log i cal ad ­
vance ments, to vet er ans’ is sues. Au dio-re cord ings 
and pre sen ta tion slides for most of the con fer ence 
ses sions are avail able for a fee via AER’s web site 
(www.aerbvi.org). 

AER’s mem ber ship is com prised of a di verse 
group of pro fes sion als, in clud ing ad min is tra tors, 
vi sion re ha bil i ta tion ther a pists, ori en ta tion and mo ­
bil ity spe cial ists, low vi sion ther a pists, itin er ant 
teach ers, and sup port per son nel. In di vid u als may 
also join as as so ci ate mem bers, a non vot ing mem­
ber ship cat e gory for peo ple who are not em ployed 
in the field. AER has a num ber of di vi sions that 
rep re sent the var ied in ter ests of its mem bers. Di vi ­
sion 3, the Mul ti ple Dis abil i ties and Deafblind Di vi ­
sion, has more than 250 mem bers, many of whom 
work in the field of deafblindness. Rep re sen ta tives 
from this di vi sion made sig nif i cant con tri bu tions to 
the con fer ence. In par tic u lar, they helped to plan 
and host a col lab o ra tive, all-day session on the Ex ­
panded Core Cur ric u lum (ECC), which out lines the 
dis abil ity-spe cific teach ing ar eas de scribed in The 
Na tional Agenda for the Ed u ca tion of Chil dren and 
Youths with Visual Im pair ments, In clud ing Those with 
Mul ti ple Dis abil i ties (Corn et al., 1995). 

The ECC was de vel oped to better meet the in ­
struc tional needs of stu dents with vi sual im pair ­
ments by teach ing com pen sa tory or func tional 
ac a demic skills (in clud ing com mu ni ca tion modes), 
ori en ta tion and mo bil ity, so cial in ter ac tion skills, 
in de pend ent liv ing skills, rec re ation and lei sure 
skills, ca reer ed u ca tion, use of assistive tech nol ogy, 
sen sory ef fi ciency skills, and self-de ter mi na tion 
(Amer i can Foun da tion for the Blind, n.d; Hatlen, 
1996). The ECC is im por tant for all chil dren with vi ­
sual im pair ments and is es pe cially crit i cal for stu ­
dents who are deafblind be cause of the in ten sive, 
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in di vid u ally tai lored in struc tion they re quire. The 
ECC also pro vides a frame work that par ents, 
guardians, fam ily mem bers, and stu dents can use 
to com mu ni cate with stu dents’ ed u ca tional teams 
about their unique in struc tional needs (Na tional 
Agenda Steer ing Com mit tee Mem bers, 2002). 

With fi nan cial sup port and co or di na tion from 
the Amer i can Foun da tion for the Blind (AFB), rep-
re sen ta tives from Di vi sion 3 and three other AER 
di vi sions—In fant and Pre school Ser vices (Di vi sion 
8), Ed u ca tion Cur ric u lum (Di vi sion 10), and Itin er ­
ant Per son nel (Di vi sion 16)—worked to gether to 
pres ent the spe cial ses sion on the ECC at the AER 
Con fer ence, which in cluded the fol low ing top ics: 

•	 the up com ing reauthorization of the In di vid u ­
als with Dis abil i ties Ed u ca tion Act and its re ­
la tion ship to the ECC; 

•	 im ple men ta tion of the ECC within early in ter ­
ven tion and school set tings, in clud ing res i ­
den tial schools and in clu sive class rooms; 

•	 ef fec tive in struc tional prac tices for stu dents 
with mul ti ple dis abil i ties; 

•	 uni ver sity-level per son nel prep a ra tion com ­
pe ten cies re lated to the ECC; and 

•	 the em pow er ing of fam i lies to ad vo cate for

ap pro pri ate in struc tion in all ar eas of the

ECC.


The col lab o ra tion be tween AER and AFB on this 
event un der scores the col lec tive rec og ni tion of the 
ECC’s im por tance. 

Mem bers of Di vi sion 3 also pre sented a num ber 
of con fer ence and poster ses sions. Some ex am ples 
of pre sen ta tion top ics in cluded “Chil dren with CVI: 
Out comes and Op por tu ni ties” by Chris tine Ro man 
and Alan Lantzy; “Prom is ing Prac tices for Stu dents 
with Vi sual Im pair ments and Au tism Spec trum 
Dis or der” by Betsy Flener, Donna Brostek, and 
Sharon Froedge; and “Tools for Change: Ad vo cat ­
ing for Qual ity Ser vices” by Tom Miller and 
Marianne Riggio. A few exam ples of poster ses ­
sions that re flected Di vi sion 3’s fo cus in cluded “A 
Study in Self-Ef fi cacy in Deafblindness Ed u ca tion” 
by Eliz a beth Hartmann; “The Na ture of So cial Ex­
pe ri ences of Stu dents with Deafblindness Ed u cated 
in In clu sive Set tings” by Silvia Cor rea-Torres; and 
“Re sponse to In ter ven tion: The Role and Con tri bu ­
tion of the TVI” by Tanni An thony. 

Di vi sion 3 also held a busi ness meet ing at the 
con fer ence to dis cuss fu ture goals and elect new of ­
fi cers for the 2008–2010 term. Eliz a beth Hartmann, 
San Fran cisco State Uni ver sity, was elected to be 
the new chair and Julie Durando, Uni ver sity of 

North ern Col o rado, chair-elect. I was cho sen to 
serve as sec re tary/trea surer. Jac que line Brennan, 
Overbrook School for the Blind, is the out go ing 
chair. The pri mary ini tia tives of Di vi sion 3 are to 
as sess the cur rent member ship’s needs, ex pand our 
ros ter of members, and to con tinue to fo cus on and 
ad vo cate for the needs of chil dren and adults who 
are deafblind or have mul ti ple dis abil i ties. To do 
this, we need the ideas, en ergy, and con tri bu tions 
of the read ers of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives. As the field 
pre pares for the up com ing reauthorization of 
IDEA, it is crit i cal that we all work to gether to 
make sure that the law sup ports the in struc tional 
needs of stu dents who are deafblind and those with 
mul ti ple dis abil i ties. For more in for ma tion about 
AER and Di vi sion 3, in clud ing mem ber ship in for ­
ma tion, go to the web site www.aerbvi.org. We 
hope to see you in Little Rock for the 2010 con fer ­
ence! 
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NCDB’s Personnel Preparation

Consortium


Gail Leslie

National Con sor tium on Deaf-Blindness


When the Na tional Con sor tium on Deaf-Blind­
ness (NCDB) was funded in Oc to ber 2006, it was 
ex pected to add a third area of fo cus to the work 
car ried out by NTAC and DB-LINK, the two for mer 
pro jects that came to gether as NCDB. Along with 
con tin ued ef forts in tech ni cal as sis tance and in for ­
ma tion and dis sem i na tion ser vices, the con sor tium 
was charged with ad dress ing is sues re lated to per ­
son nel train ing in the field of deaf-blind ness. 
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The be gin ning of this effort oc curred in Chi cago, 
in March 2007, when NCDB con ducted a fo cus 
group to ad dress and de fine is sues of na tional con ­
cern re lated to per son nel train ing in deaf-blindness. 
Par tic i pants in cluded pro fes sion als from low-in ci ­
dence-dis abil ity and deaf-blind-spe cific per son ­
nel-prep a ra tion pro grams. Af ter two days of 
brain storm ing, a num ber of is sues, chal lenges, and 
so lu tions were iden ti fied and a com mit ment was 
made by the fo cus group partic i pants to come to ­
gether as the na tional Per son nel Prep a ra tion Con ­
sor tium to pro vide lead er ship in the field of 
deaf-blind ness. The goals of this group in clude: 

•	 pro vid ing a fo rum to sup port on go ing di a ­

logue on crit i cal per son nel de vel op ment is ­

sues;


•	 pro mot ing co he sive ness on stan dards, prac ­
tices, and ser vices for teacher train ing; and 

•	 pro mot ing na tional col lab o ra tive de vel op ­
ment of a new model of per son nel prep a ra ­
tion and train ing. 

The new con sor tium met for a sec ond time in 
New Or leans in No vem ber 2007. Build ing on ideas 
gen er ated at the first meet ing, par tic i pants or ga ­
nized into work groups and de vel oped ac tion 
plans. An ini tial fo cus of the con sor tium was on the 
need for more co he sive ness within person nel-train ­
ing stan dards and prac tices in the field. The Doc u ­
ments Work Group be gan this ef fort by iden ti fy ing 
cur rent pol i cies, guide lines, cri te ria, and com pe ten ­
cies used to de velop train ing pro grams for teach ers 
and in ter ven ers who work with chil dren who are 
deaf-blind. 

Mary Jean Sanspree of the Uni ver sity of Al a ­
bama at Bir ming ham sug gested that the con sor tium 
ap ply to the Coun cil for Ex cep tional Chil dren 
(CEC) to es tab lish na tional stan dards for ed u ca ­
tional per son nel work ing with chil dren who are 
deaf-blind. The CEC is the larg est na tional pro fes ­
sional or ga ni za tion for ed u ca tors work ing with stu ­
dents with dis abil i ties and is the world’s leader in 
the de vel op ment of stan dards for spe cial ed u ca tion 
teach ers. The CEC pro vides lead er ship in the doc u ­
men ta tion of the knowledge and skills needed by 
per son nel for com pe tency in all ar eas of spe cial ed ­
u ca tion. It ac com plishes this by co or di nat ing the 
de vel op ment of stan dards by pro fes sion als in ar eas 
of spe cial iza tion. Once adopted by CEC, the stan ­
dards be come what are known as a Spe cial ized Pro ­
fes sional As so ci a tion (SPA).  They are used to 
de velop ed u ca tion pol icy, to de ter mine pro fes ­
sional licensure re quire ments, and to de velop prac ­
tice in spe cial ed u ca tion in con junc tion with the 
stan dards of the Na tional Coun cil for the Ac cred i ­

ta tion of Teacher Ed u ca tion (NCATE) for the ac ­
cred i ta tion of pro grams that of fer de grees and cer ­
tif i ca tion. 

With only five months to meet the April 2008 
dead line for SPA ap pli ca tions, a team from the No ­
vem ber meet ing, con sist ing of Mary Jean, Linda 
Alsop from the Uni ver sity of Utah, and Alana 
Zambone of East Carolina Uni ver sity, be gan the 
work of in cor po rat ing ex ist ing com pe ten cies for 
teach ers and in ter ven ers into the CEC for mat. Each 
de scrip tion of re quired knowl edge had to be sup ­
ported by ev i dence such as a re search study, a text­
book in the field, or a prac ti tio ner pub li ca tion. The 
in ter vener com pe ten cies were pre sented and re ­
viewed at a CEC SPA com mit tee meet ing in Boston 
in April 2008. The re view in cluded a pro cess of 
“smooth ing” to elim i nate du pli ca tion be tween 
these and other CEC compe ten cies. 

NCDB Per son nel Prep a ra tion Con sor tium 
Mem bers: 

Linda Alsop, Utah Jerry Petroff, Col lege 
State Uni ver sity of New Jersey 

Su san Bashinski, Mary Jean Sanspree, 
East Carolina Uni - Uni ver sity of Al a ­
ver sity bama at Bir ming ham 

Maurice Belote, Cal i - Bill Sharpton, Uni ­
for nia Deaf-Blind ver sity of New Or -
Ser vices leans 

Su san Bruce, Boston Rosanne Silberman, 
Col lege Hunter Col lege 

Roseanna Davidson, Alana Zambone, 
Texas Tech Uni ver - East Carolina Uni ­
sity ver sity 

Me lissa Engleman, 
East Carolina Uni ­
ver sity	 NCDB Staff: 

Pam Hunt, San Fran - Kathleen Stremel, 

cisco State Uni ver - West ern Or e gon 

sity	 Uni ver sity 

Effie Laman, Texas Gail Leslie, West ern 

Tech Uni ver sity Or e gon Uni ver sity 

Linda McDowell, John Killoran, West -

Uni ver sity of South - ern Or e gon Uni ver ­

ern Mis sis sippi sity 

Steph a nie Ella Tay lor, West ern 

McFarland, Uni ver - Or e gon Uni ver sity 

sity of Ar i zona 

The com pe ten cies for in ter ven ers were ap ­
proved for field re view and in late Au gust were 
dis tributed to more than 2,000 pro fession als, fam i ­
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lies, and con sum ers for feed back and val i da tion. 
The re sults of the re view were ad dressed at the 
Sep tem ber 2008 meet ing of the CEC com mit tee. The 
com pe ten cies for teach ers re ceived their first ap ­
praisal at this meet ing and will be dis trib uted for 
field re view later in the year. It is an tic i pated that 
both sets of com pe ten cies will be ready for fi nal 
CEC com mit tee re view and ap proval by April 2009. 
This is a land mark event for the field of deaf-blind ­
ness. The com pe ten cies pro vide a step for ward in 
the align ment of ex pec ta tions for per son nel de vel ­
op ment and hold the po ten tial to fa cil i tate greater 
col lab o ra tive ef forts in per son nel train ing. 

The Per son nel Prep a ra tion Con sor tium met 
again in May 2008 after the NCDB Top i cal Con fer­
ence in Or lando. This time the group fo cused on 
the con sor tium’s Re search Ac tion Plan Work 
Group’s ef forts to de velop a frame work for clas si fy ­
ing ex ist ing re search in the field of deaf-blind ness 
and iden ti fy ing fu ture re search needs. Other in ter ­
ests of this work group are lo cat ing po ten tial fund ­
ing sources for new re search and build ing 
con nec tions be tween the deaf-blind tech ni cal as sis ­
tance net work and the re search com mu nity. 

The next face-to-face meet ing of the con sor tium 
will take place in Oc to ber 2008 in Wash ing ton, DC. 
The meet ing will be held at the U.S. De part ment of 
Ed u ca tion’s Of fice of Spe cial Ed u ca tion Pro grams 
(OSEP). This lo ca tion will al low the fed eral pro ject 
of fi cers of state deaf-blind pro jects and low-in ci ­
dence-dis abil ity per son nel-prep a ra tion pro grams to 
at tend. The con sor tium hopes to be gin a di a logue 
with OSEP about its work and op por tu ni ties for 
col lab o ra tion within the fed eral net work. 

The changes in spe cial ed u ca tion in tro duced by 
the No Child Left Be hind Act have left many in the 
field of deaf-blind ness feel ing that they must re ­
solve is sues re lated to the scar city of highly qual i ­
fied teach ers, the need for re search-based strat e gies, 
and the chal lenge of pro vid ing qual ity ed u ca tion 
for iso lated low-in ci dence pop u la tions. With a com ­
mit ment to com ing to gether twice a year, the Per ­
son nel Prep a ra tion Con sor tium has be come an 
ef fec tive workforce ad dress ing is sues and ben e fit ­
ting prac ti tio ners, ed u ca tors, and tech ni cal as sis ­
tance pro vid ers across the coun try. For more 
in for ma tion about the con sor tium’s work, visit the 
NCDB web site at www.nationaldb.org. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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Sayreville Teen Overcomes

Obstacles as High-School

Basketball Team Manager


Erica Harbatkin 

http://www.mycentraljersey.com/apps/pbcs.dll 
/ar ti cle?AID=/20080528/NEWS/805270362/1009/ 
NEWS0104 

This link is to an ar ti cle pub lished in the print 
ver sion of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives. The ar ti cle is 
about Tim Stetler, an 18-year-old young man who 
is deaf-blind and has se vere brain dam age. It de ­
scribes his expe ri ences as a team man ager for a lo ­
cal high school bas ket ball team. It orig i nally 
ap peared in the Home News Tri bune, May 27, 
2008. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Research Update 

Influencing Outcomes for Children

Who Are Deaf-Blind with Cochlear


Implants

Kathleen Stremel


The Teach ing Re search In sti tute at West ern Or e ­
gon Uni ver sity has been awarded a Steppingstones 
of Tech nol ogy In no va tion for Chil dren with Dis ­
abil i ties grant from the U.S. De part ment of Ed u ca ­
tion for a new re search pro ject ti tled, “In flu enc ing 
Out comes for Chil dren Who Are Deaf-Blind with 
Co chlear Im plants.” Col lab o ra tive part ners in clude 
the Cincinnati Chil dren’s Hos pi tal Med i cal Cen ter 
and the Beach Cen ter on Dis abil i ties, Uni ver sity of 
Kan sas. In ad di tion, 15 state deaf-blind pro jects 
have writ ten let ters of agree ment to par tic i pate: Ar ­
i zona, Del a ware, Geor gia, Il li nois, Kan sas, Mary ­
land, Mas sa chu setts/Con nect i cut, Mis souri, North 
Carolina, Ne braska, New Jersey, New York, 
Oklahoma, Or e gon, and Penn syl va nia. 

Project Staff 

Dr. Su san Wiley and I are the co-prin ci pal in ves ­
ti ga tors, and I will serve as the pro ject di rec tor. Dr. 
Su san Bashinski, for merly at the Uni ver sity of Kan ­
sas and now at East ern Carolina Uni ver sity will as ­
sist in the de vel op ment of as sess ment mea sures 
and anal y sis of vid eo taped data. Ex ter nal con sul ­
tants will in clude Dr. Larry Irvin, Pro fes sor of Spe ­
cial Ed u ca tion in the Col lege of Ed u ca tion at the 
Uni ver sity of Or e gon, and Dr. Joe Spradlin, Pro fes ­
sor Emer i tus for the De part ment of Hu man De vel ­
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op ment and Fam ily Life at the Uni ver sity of 
Kan sas. In di vid ual con sul tants with ex pe ri ence in 
deaf-blind ness will serve as in ter ven tion ists and 
train ers in a num ber of the states. 

Project Purpose 

Pre lim i nary data on chil dren who are deaf-blind 
and have co chlear im plants in di cate that there is a 
great deal of vari abil ity in the au di tory per cep tion, 
speech, and lan guage out comes they expe ri ence fol ­
low ing co chlear im plan ta tion. There are also sig nif ­
i cant dif fer ences in the avail abil ity of ap pro pri ate 
in ter ven tion ser vices for chil dren (e.g., speech, lan ­
guage, and au di tory training) and train ing oppor ­
tu ni ties for fam ily mem bers, and this likely has 
af fected out comes. Our study will ad dress the fol ­
low ing four re search ques tions: 

1. What ef fect does age-at-im plan ta tion have on 
child out comes? 

2. What ef fect does the du ra tion of co chlear im plant 
use have on child out comes? 

3. How do care givers’ com mu ni ca tion and in ter ac ­
tive be hav iors with their chil dren dif fer be fore 
and af ter im plan ta tion? 

4. What ef fect does speech and au di tory train ing that 
in cor po rates in di vid u al ized sup port prompts 
have on child out comes? 

The ob jec tive of this pro ject is to dem on strate that 
ef fec tive com mu ni ca tion strat e gies in the con text of 
daily home rou tines pos i tively af fect post-im plant 
re cep tive and ex pres sive com mu ni ca tion and lan ­
guage out comes for chil dren who are deaf-blind. 

Methods 

The 3-year pro ject will fo cus on chil dren from 6 
months to 8 years of age who have se vere vi sion 
loss and se vere/pro found bi lat eral hear ing im pair ­
ment, a popu la tion that often has ad di tional dis ­
abil i ties. We will test them be fore and af ter 
im plan ta tion us ing a num ber of re cep tive and ex ­
pres sive com mu ni ca tion as sess ment tools. In ad di ­
tion, we will de velop a sys tem atic data col lec tion 
sys tem to ex am ine the com mu ni ca tion be hav iors of 
care givers and their chil dren as they in ter act dur ing 
nat u rally oc cur ring rou tines. These strat e gies will 
in clude em bed ding re cep tive and ex pres sive com ­
mu ni ca tion and lan guage op por tu ni ties in rou tines 
and ac tiv i ties adopted by fam i lies. 

Products 

We will de velop and dis sem i nate a num ber of 
prod ucts over the course of the pro ject. These will 
in clude (a) in ven to ries of en vi ron men tal sounds for 
home and school en vi ron ments, (b) in di vid u al ized 

as sess ment strat e gies, (c) fact sheets for par ents and 
early ser vice pro vid ers on ef fec tive in ter ven tion 
strat e gies in real-world con texts, and (d) train ing 
mod ules for ser vice pro vid ers on au di tory train ing, 
com mu ni ca tion, and speech and lan guage de vel op ­
ment. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

For Your Library 

Practice Per spec tives: The Path to Symbol ism 

National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness, August 2008. 

The Path to Sym bol ism de scribes the impor tance of 
early com mu ni ca tion ex pe ri ences for the de vel op ­
ment of sym bolic com mu ni ca tion in chil dren who 
are deaf-blind. The pub li ca tion is based on re ­
search and re view ar ti cles by Su san Bruce (Boston 
Col lege) and col leagues. Two re cent stud ies by 
these re search ers are high lighted.  The first is on 
the use of ges tures in chil dren who are deaf-blind 
and the sec ond is on the rate of in ten tional com ­
mu ni ca tion acts in chil dren with se vere dis abil i ­
ties, in clud ing deaf-blind ness. Stan dard and large 
print ver sions are avail able on the NCDB website: 
http://nationaldb.org/NCDBProducts.php?prodID 
=62. Print and Braille cop ies are avail able 
free-of-charge from NCDB. Phone: 800-438-9376. 
TTY: 800-854-7013. E-mail: info@nationaldb.org. 
Web: www.nationaldb.org. 

Better To gether: Build ing Re la tion ships with
Peo ple Who Have Vi sual Im pair ment and Au­
tism Spec trum Dis or der (or Atyp i cal So cial De ­
vel op ment) 

Linda Hagood. Texas School for the Blind and Visually
Impaired, 2008. 

This man ual pres ents a re la tion ship-based ap ­
proach to teach ing so cial skills to in di vid u als who 
have dual di ag no ses that in clude vi sual im pair ­
ment and au tism or Asperger’s dis or der.  It may 
also be help ful for teach ing vi su ally im paired peo ­
ple who have other types of atyp i cal so cial de vel ­
op ment. Cost: $50.00 Avail able from Texas School 
for the Blind and Vi su ally Im paired. Phone: 
512-206-9427. Web: www.tsbvi.edu. 

In clud ing Stu dents with Se vere and Mul ti ple
Dis abil i ties in Typ i cal Class rooms: Prac ti cal
Strat e gies for Teach ers, 3rd Edi tion 
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June Downing. Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company,
2008. 

This text of fers prac ti cal strat e gies for in clud ing 
stu dents with cog ni tive, sen sory, be hav ioral, and 
phys i cal dis abil i ties in reg u lar class rooms. Top ics 
in clude how to en sure ac cess to core con tent ar eas, 
mea sure stu dent progress to ward state and na ­
tional stan dards, ease tran si tions be tween grades 
and be tween school and adult life, write mea sur ­
able IEP goals and ob jec tives, and en cour age 
peer-to-peer learn ing and sup port.  Cost: $44.95. 
Pub lisher’s web site: www.pbrookes.com. 

Trends and Un re solved Is sues Im pact ing In di ­
vid u als who are Deaf-Blind 

Paper developed for the National Council on Disability
by The American Association of the Deaf-Blind and
Helen Keller National Center, 2008. 

This pa per was writ ten in re sponse to a call by the 
Na tional Coun cil on Dis abil ity (NCD) for pub lic 
in put on emerg ing is sues and trends af fect ing the 
lives of peo ple with dis abil i ties. In for ma tion gath ­
ered will be used in the de vel op ment of NCD’s 
next an nual prog ress re port to the Pres i dent and 
Con gress. Avail able on the web: 
http://aadb.org/in for ma tion/ncd/ncd_in tro duc ­
tion.html 

In ter pret ing for Deaf-Blind In di vid u als: An no ­
tated Bib li og ra phy 

National Task Force on Deaf-Blind Interpreting and
DB-LINK, 2008. 

This doc u ment is in tended for in ter pret ers, in ter ­
preter ed u ca tors, and deaf-blind peo ple who are 
look ing for books, ar ti cles, and videos about 
deaf-blind in ter pret ing, com mu ni ca tion, ad vo cacy 
and rights, cul ture and com mu nity, sup port ser ­
vice pro vid ers (SSPs), and more. It was pre pared 
by the Na tional Task Force on Deaf-Blind In ter ­
pret ing, in con junc tion with DB-LINK at the Na ­
tional Con sor tium on Deaf-Blind ness.  Avail able 
on the web: 
www.nationaldb.org/ISSelectedTopics.php 
?topicCatID=767. 

New Articles 

Chen, D., Klein, D., & Mi nor, L. (2008).  On line pro ­
fes sional de vel op ment for early in ter ven tion ists :
Learn ing a sys tem atic ap proach to pro mote care ­
giver in ter ac tions with in fants who have mul ti ple
dis abil i ties. In fants and Young Children, 21(2), 120-33. 

Clark, C., & McDonnell, A. P. (2008). Teach ing choice
mak ing to chil dren with vi sual im pair ments and
mul ti ple dis abil i ties in pre school and kin der gar ten
class rooms. Journal of Vi sual Im pair ment and Blind­
ness, 102(7), 397-409. 

Peltokorpi, S,  Huttunen, K. (2008). Com mu ni ca tion in 
the early stage of lan guage de vel op ment in chil dren
with CHARGE Syn drome. Brit ish Jour nal of Vi sual 
Im pair ment, 26(1), 24-49. 

Reda, N. M., & Hartshorne, T. S. (2008). Attachment,
bond ing, and pa ren tal stress in CHARGE Syn ­
drome. Men tal Health As pects of De vel op men tal Dis ­
abil i ties, 11(1), 10-21. 

Conferences and Online

Learning Opportunities


Addressing the Needs of Students Labeled Deaf

& Low Functioning, At-Risk, or Deafblind


November 20-22, 2008

Houston, Texas


This con fer ence will in clude a wide range of ses ­
sions ad dress ing class room strat e gies, com mu ni­
ca tion, be hav ior man age ment, tran si tion to work, 
and a va ri ety of other top ics. There will be op por ­
tu ni ties to learn from na tional and state ex perts, to 
net work with oth ers in the field, and to learn 
about pro grams serv ing stu dents and adults. For 
more in for ma tion, con tact Theresa John son at 
tjohnson@esc4.net or Ha zel Sem per at 
713-744-6376, or regis ter online at 
www.theansweris4.net. 

2009 Texas Symposium on Deafblindness

February 12–14, 2009


Austin, Texas


This sym po sium is for par ents, adult siblings, 
care givers, ed u ca tors, re ha bil i ta tion pro fes sion als, 
and in ter ven ers/paraprofessionals work ing with 
in di vid u als with deaf-blind ness ages birth to 22. 
Pre sen ta tions will be of fered by state, na tional, 
and in ter na tional speak ers in clud ing adults with 
deaf-blind ness, fam ily members, and ex perts in 
the fields of ed u ca tion and re ha bil i ta tion. Top ics 
in clude ed u ca tional strat e gies, tran si tion, early in ­
ter ven tion, and spe cific syn dromes and con di tions 
that cause deaf-blind ness. For fur ther in for ma tion, 
con tact Brian Sobeck (512-206-9225; 
BrianSobeck@tsbvi.edu) or visit www.tsbvi.org. 

Tangible Symbol Systems and Pre-Symbolic

Communication

Online Classes


Two classes, de vel oped by Char ity Rowland and 
Philip Schweigert, on com mu ni ca tion for in di vid ­
u als who are deaf-blind (or have other se vere chal ­
lenges), are now of fered on line by Or e gon Health 
& Sci ence Uni ver sity (OHSU). Tan gi ble Sym bol 
Sys tems pro vides in struc tion on all as pects of 
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teach ing an in di vid ual to use tan gi ble sym bols 
and also ad dresses the the o ret i cal ba sis and re ­
search re lated to this ap proach.  Pre-Sym bolic 
Com mu ni ca tion ad dresses the use of pre-sym bolic 
means of com mu ni ca tion by in di vid u als who are 
not able to use sym bols to com mu ni cate. For more 
in for ma tion con tact Car o lyn Mills, OHSU De sign 
To Learn Pro jects. Phone: 888-909-4030 or 
503-494-2291. E-mail: tan gi ble@ohsu.edu. Web: 
http://www.ohsu.edu/oidd/d2l/training 

Perkins School for the Blind On-Demand

Webcasts


Perkins is a leader in the de vel op ment of train ing 
mod els for ed u ca tors who work with stu dents who 
are vi su ally im paired, with or with out ad di tional 
dis abil i ties. Webcasts from their experts are now 
avail able on-de mand at www.perkins.org/webcasts. 
Cur rently, there are webcasts avail able on the fol ­
low ing top ics: cre at ing vo ca tional port fo lios, meal ­
time skills, and so cial skills. For fur ther in for ma tion, 
con tact Marianne Riggio at 617-972-7264 or 
Marianne.Riggio@Perkins.org. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Announcement 

New Personal Training Grant: Helen Keller

Fellows


“Ex tend ing a Leg acy: Train ing Per son nel to Serve 
School Age Chil dren in Low In ci dence Dis abil i ties 
through the De vel op ment of Helen Keller Fel ­
lows,” is a col lab o ra tive ef fort to ad dress the crit i ­
cal short age of qual i fied per son nel in low 
in ci dence dis abil i ties, with a par tic u lar em pha sis 
on deaf-blind ness.  The col lab o ra tion is be tween 
West ern Or e gon Uni ver sity’s Teach ing Re search 
In sti tute and mas ter’s de gree pro grams at nine 
uni ver si ties (Boston Col lege, East Carolina Uni ver ­
sity, Hunter Col lege of City Uni ver sity of New 
York, San Fran cisco State Uni ver sity, Texas Tech 
Uni ver sity, Uni ver sity of Al a bama at Bir ming ham, 
Uni ver sity of Ar i zona, Uni ver sity of South ern 
Mis sis sippi, and the Uni ver sity of Utah). The pur ­
pose of the pro gram is to de velop a cadre of geo ­
graph i cally dis persed and net worked teacher 
lead ers who will be able to pro vide ev i ­
dence-based prac tices and pos i tively im pact the 
broader ed u ca tional sys tem. 

Each par tic i pat ing uni ver sity will nom i nate can di ­
dates who have been ac cepted into their re spec tive 
gradu ate pro grams.  Over the four-year grant cy ­
cle, it is an tic i pated that 36 Fel lows will com plete 
mas ter de gree pro grams and be come teacher lead ­

ers in the field of deaf-blind ness. To fa cil i tate their 
ed u ca tion each Fel low will receive a $10,000 sti­
pend. For more in for ma tion, visit the pro ject web 
site (www.helenkellerfellows.org) or con tact Dr. 
Ella Tay lor (503-838-8589, taylore@wou.edu). 
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Deaf-Blind Per spec tives 
Teach ing Re search In sti tute 
West ern Ore gon Uni ver sity 
345 N. Mon mouth Ave. 
Mon mouth, OR 97361 

Ad dress Serv ice Re quested 

Non profit Or gani za tion 
U.S. Post age 

PAID 
Per mit No. 751


Sa lem, OR


Pa per cop ies of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives are avail able free of charge to sub scrib ers within the United States. 
E-mail sub scrip tions (Ascii text) are avail able for In ter na tional sub scrib ers and oth ers who pre fer the on line 
for mat. All is sues of Deaf-Blind Per spec tives are avail able at www.tr.wou.edu/tr/dbp 

• New sub scrip tion      �  Ad dress change 

• Please re move my name from your mail ing list. 

Name: ___________________________________Agency: _______________________________________________ 

Street: _____________________________________City: ______________________State: ____ Zip: _____________

E- mail ____________________________________  Com ments ___________________________________________


Mark appropriate categories 

•	 Special educator • Regular educator 
•	 Person who is deaf-blind • Other ___________________________________ 
•	 Parent or family member of person


who is deaf-blind


Mail to: Deaf-Blind Perspectives

Teaching Research Institute
Please send my copy in: 

345 N. Monmouth Ave. Monmouth, OR 97361

• Grade 2 braille • Large print	 or call Randy Klumph (503) 838-8885, TTY (503) 838-8821, 

• Standard print �  E-mail (Ascii text)	
Fax: (503) 838-8150, E-mail: dbp@wou.edu

Deaf-Blind Per spec tives is a free pub li ca tion, pub lished two times a year by the Teach ing Research In sti tute of West ern Or e gon University. The posi ­
tions ex pressed in this news let ter are those of the au thor(s) and do not neces sarily re flect the posi tion of the Teach ing Re search In sti tute or the U.S. 
De part ment of Ed u ca tion. The Na tional Con sor tium on Deaf-Blind ness con trib utes staff and re sources for con tent, ed it ing, and pub li ca tion. 
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