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Implications of Dual Sensory Loss

Vision and hearing are integral to a child’s early development. Skills that could be attained early could be more difficult to attain later in life. A young child who is deaf-blind has a much narrower view of the world.  All areas of development are impacted when one has a dual sensory loss.

Motor Skills: Motor fluency is difficult. Movement activities are challenging and can trigger insecure feelings.

Cognitive Skills: Concept development is compromised. Incidental Learning is Limited.

Social-emotional Skills: Social cues are missed resulting in difficulties learning how and when to interact with others.

Communication Skills: Learning to engage in interactions and participate in language opportunities is difficult. Other people make language accessible to persons who are deaf-blind.

Adaptive Skills: Learning how to meet one’s own needs for self-care and independence can be challenging.

