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	Involving families is important for assuring that services and supports for young children with special needs are appropriate and effective. Meaningful family involvement needs to happen in all aspects of the service delivery process. 

IFSP Development and Service Coordination

As described in the regulations (34CFR§§ 303.340-303.346) of Part C of IDEA, parents of infants, aged birth through 2, should be key decision-makers and members of a multidisciplinary team process that develops and implements an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). 

Each family of an infant or toddler served under Part C is assigned a service coordinator who: 

· coordinates the necessary evaluations and assessments, 

· facilitates the initial IFSP Meeting and subsequent reviews, 

· assists the family in receiving the services and supports described on the IFSP, and 

· assures their rights and safeguards. 

For further information, resources and state approaches to providing service coordination services, see Service Coordination in Early Intervention. 

IEP Development

Families whose preschool children have developmental delays or other special education needs are also important participants in the team process for developing an Individualized Education Program (IEP) (34CFR§§ 303.340-303.350), including determining the educational placement (34CFR§§ 300.552-300.553), where the child will receive services. 

Procedural Safeguards

The procedural safeguards described in IDEA protect the rights of children and families and assure their role as fully informed members of the early intervention or special education team. Should disagreements between family members and service providers arise, multiple methods of problem-solving and dispute resolution, including mediation should be available. 

Family Involvement and Leadership

Beyond taking an active role in planning services and promoting their own children’s development and learning, family members are actively involved in many leadership roles enhancing the services and the quality of life for young children with special needs. They serve on state and local interagency planning councils and task forces, serve as staff to state agencies and local programs, act as trainers, and provide support, networking and advocacy opportunities for other families. Information on parent leadership initiatives and opportunities is usually available from each state’s Infant and Toddler Program (list of Part C coordinators) or Preschool Program (list of Section 619 Coordinators). 

Family Supports

Many family support and networking resources that promote the vision of "families helping families" are available from the PACER Center, a subcontracting partner of the National Early Childhood TA Center. PACER’s Alliance Project supports and maintains information about the Parent Training and Information Centers (PTI’s) available in all states and the Community Parent Resource Centers available in many states. 
 

	 


