Bringing It Into Focus For All:

Assistive Technology and Children and Youth 

Who Are Deaf-Blind
ABOUT OUR KEYNOTERS!
Joy Zabala is an independent professional developer and consultant who provides assistive technology and leadership support to school communities, professional associations, departments of education, individuals and companies across the nation. She has participated in education and assistive technology support from a variety of perspectives: over ten years as a general educator in Florida, Georgia, and Venezuela, over twenty years as a special educator and facilitator of adult learning in Texas and around the country, and, two years in the private sector. Joy has a passion for teaching that supports learning by ALL students!  She has worked in education for 30+ years, indulging that passion from a variety of perspectives.  She is currently an independent practitioner who provides assistive technology and leadership support across the nation and abroad. She was a general educator for more than 10 years before entering special education more than 20 years ago. Joy is the developer of the SETT Framework, a collaborative problem-identification and solution-seeking model for students, parents, and multi-disciplinary professionals (http://www.joyzabala.com) and a founding member of the QIAT Consortium, a grassroots national group which is has developed Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology Services. She is the current president of the Technology and Media (TAM) Division of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  She received her undergraduate degree from the University of Florida, her master’s from Florida Atlantic University, and her doctorate from the University of Kentucky. 
Margaret E. Bausch is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Special Education and Rehabilitation Counseling and the co-director of the National Assistive Technology Research Institute at the University of Kentucky in Lexington. Prior to joining the NATRI staff, Dr. Bausch spent more than 15 years as a Disability Program Specialist where she was involved in all aspects of research and product development. She has also been involved in the graduate and undergraduate training programs in Special Education Technology. Dr. Bausch received her Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary and Special Education at Eastern Kentucky University, a Master of Science Degree in Special Education Learning Disabilities and an Ed.D in Special Education Technology from the University of Kentucky in 1999. She is also a RESNA certified Assistive Technology Practitioner.
Jackie Hess is the director of the Family Center on Technology & Disability, funded by the Department of Education's Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). The Family Center provides a range of information and materials on the topic of assistive technology.  Ms. Hess has an extensive background in the use of technology in education. For more than 12 years, she directed the National Demonstration Laboratory for Interactive Educational Technologies (NDL) housed at the Smithsonian Institution, the Library of Congress, and AED. While working in the U.S. House of Representatives Ms. Hess authored omnibus education legislation aimed at providing services to at-risk children and to those with disabilities. As Editor of Academic Publications for the Close Up Foundation, she produced publications and other curriculum resources for high school students. She is the author of the publication Distance Learning for Special Needs Educators and the Family Information Guide to Assistive Technology. Ms. Hess had directed the Family Center since 2001.
